Catch it, Paint it, Eat it.
“I caught crabs in Solva harbour”, an amusing proclamation on    a tee shirt which caught my eye at a local cricket match, helped galvanize my thoughts for this article. It was the shock of recognising the owner/ occupier as my solicitor that made it  clear to me. All kinds of people in Pembrokeshire love doing the same thing..
      Catch it, Paint it, Eat it, started to grow a couple of years ago from an effort to get into the spirit of Pembrokeshire County Council`s hugely succesfful Pembrokeshire fish week. The event highlights the abundance and diversity of local seafood through organised events and by encouraging local businesses to focus on this theme for a week at the end of June each summer.
       As a painter with my own gallery, who enjoys a bit of fishing and crabbing, the project more or less materialized on its own, and with fresh Mackerel in a bucket and a net of crabs, the first rapidfire still lives were soon forming in the studio. These paintings have proved very popular so far and I suspect that they immortalize that which thousands of local people and visitors alike, enjoy about Pembrokeshire life. Messing about in boats, on harbour walls, barbecues on the beach, paddling in pools, little adventures, but with a purpose.
      Anyone who has caught Mackerel knows the amazing iridescence of their skin and how they mesmerize, changing colour in front of your eyes as they catch the light: Turquoise, orange; pink,, viridian ; indigo, ochre, form a deicious palette of complimentary colours. Those lucky enough to pull lobsters from pots are familiar with the wonderful variety of colours that occur in their raw state, and then the brilliant vermilion when cooked. From Periwinkles toDogfish, Razor shells to seaweed, the diversity of stuff to eat on our shores provides endless compositional possibilities for painting. The combination of vivid colour and intriguing forms create a dynamic unique to this area, which clearly reaches people familiar with the themes.
      Following the the succuss of past summers paintings, I am showing this years series of Catch it  Paint it, Eat it in the Cloister Gallery of St. Davids Cathedral, from 25 June to 6 July. I hope to create a holistic exhibition, not only of the finished paintings, but all the background work too. All the sketches and studies will be included and some other suprises, including fishing lures made from beach flotsam....if they work!!
     Without getting too intense about it, the simplicity of the project inspires me enough to expand into other fields. As I try to broaden the culinary experience, by getting into seaweed for example, I am expanding the posibilities of colour and texture for making art. The more I learn about the sea, the more is passed on through the paintings.
     The show will open with a veiwing and a tasting, the date and time has not been fixed yet, but details will appear on my website soon and all are welcome. www.tonykitchell.co.uk

